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Greetings, ministers and wives!

We often discuss 95 percent of God’s people falling away in this end time. This is perhaps the greatest num-
ber ever to fall away in one era. This is a huge “red light” we must be aware of—a signal of how dangerous this
knowledge is, and how hard we have to hang on.

How did that happen? Why did that happen?

“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of God. I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:14-17).

Our goal is to see ourselves as God sees us. He sees them much differently than they see themselves. It isn’t
good enough to see ourselves through our own eyes!

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou may-
est be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me” (verses 18-20). They have shut Christ out!

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne” (verse 21). They are not overcoming Satan! 95 PERCENT OF GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE
FAILED BECAUSE THEY HAVEN'T OVERCOME THE DEVIL!

What a warning for us!

Look at this powerful example. “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist:
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven” (Matthew 16:14-17). This is something the Father had revealed to Peter! He understood it
better than the others. There was more depth there.

“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven”
(verses 18-19). Christ gave this authority only to Peter, of all the disciples. None of the others had this authority.
That is quite a responsibility given to Peter!

But notice something shocking that happened in this context:

“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suf-
fer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day” (verse
21). None of us would be here today if Christ hadn’t suffered and died for us. This was His business—it wasn’t for
Himself. What does that mean to you? This is our Head—we're to follow His example to the best of our ability!

But how did Peter respond to those statements? “Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be
it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee” (verse 22). The same Peter—rebuking Christ! How quickly he
succumbed to vanity! He acted as if he could somehow save Christ!



Notice how Christ handled this: “But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an
offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men” (verse 23).

This is a very interesting group of scriptures. Christ didn’t even address Peter—He addressed the devil! Jesus
Christ knew the devil! Christ talked directly to him!

That was probably less than a minute after God the Father had revealed to Peter who Christ really was! Within
a minute, God the Father spoke through Peter, and Satan caused Peter to make a terrible statement.

How well Satan must have understood Peter, and known his vanity. Right after Peter was exalted, he knew
that was the time to get to him! And he went after him—and he was successful, even with the Son of God right
there!

That is an amazing demonstration of how powerful Satan is—and how easily he can cause us to do terrible
things!

Consider how serious this example really is! Satan is perched right there beside us, ready to pounce at any
time. We are his number-one target!

“Savor” refers to where your mind is—on God, or on the flesh. Satan thinks like men, because men worship
him. He is their god! It’s a real battle to think like God and overcome the thinking of the devil!

How do you and I get beyond where Peter was? (Of course, we have the Spirit, and he didn’t; though he had
a lot of depth and understanding.) Satan was right there, and able to get his words to Christ through Peter, who
had just been told he had the keys of heaven! Satan got to him that effectively—so he can get to us, if we’re not
careful. He does, and we have to be very aware of that!

The Apostle Paul makes a strong statement, talking about people who have gotten into sin—even within the
Church. “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his
will” (2 Timothy 2:26). If you think Satan doesn’t know you, think about this: Sometimes he doesn’t even take
you out when he can! A few people can be so weak, Satan knows he can take them out any time. He can sit there
and watch someone, knowing he is capable of taking him out “at will”’—but he waits until the moment is right!
He waits until it will cause the most confusion in other people, or upset people the most. He sits there and calcu-
lates for when it will cause the deepest trouble!

Do you know that Satan?

He must know all of us very well!

What are you going to do against a power like that if you don’t use the power of God’s Spirit? He is a spirit,
and he must be fought with Spiriz!

Do you think it’s okay to get involved with certain lusts, or things, or people? You think that won't trip you
up? Do you think Satan doesn’t know you have that weakness?

That is why we have to reason with God! (Isaiah 1:18). We are all weak—but we have to know how to fight
the devil! We have to know how to prevent him from taking us captive the way he has taken 95 percent of God’s
people captive! We can conquer him—and we all should!

Here is how to prevent Satan from reaching us. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross [stake, or burden], and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). We do have
trials—but we have to pick them up and go on, if we’re going to avoid Satan’s deception. We have burdens to
carry to follow Christ.

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it” (verse
25). You're going to have to lose your life, your selfishness, and what you want to do!

Just “lose your life”—that is easy to say, but exceedingly difficult to do! But it is wonderful, inspiring, exciting
to do that.

“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?” (verse 26). Fifty percent of the Laodiceans are going to gain a lot of the world, and
lose their eternal lives. What profit is that? The millions of dollars worth of property is very impressive, but it all
amounts to nothing if you lose your eternal life! And the other 50 percent are going to have to suffer in ways they
don’t want to have to suffer!

There is a tremendous solution to this—very inspiring. But we must first be sobered by these words.

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works” (verse 27). God really is going to reward every one of us according to our works! The people

PGR | February 18, 2006 * Page 2



in God’s very elect remnant have evidence of good works, but we must continually keep growing in that. We
must never forget the magnificent reward God is going to give us!

REGIONAL REPORTS

CANADA

Canada is a great country to cover and manpower is
in short supply, so the territories to look after are huge.
Like this one: the three provinces of Alberta, Saskatch-
ewan, Manitoba and the Northwest Territories. It is
an area of 3,306,787 square kilometers, which is 33.12
percent of Canada. According to 2002 statistics, about
5.6 million people populate it. Scattered among them
are the brethren from the rca.

We have one baptized member living with her family
in the Northwest Territories. The only contact we have
is by phone.

Ten baptized members live in Manitoba and are
looked after by deacon Frank Froese and his wife, Ver-
na. To visit the brethren in Manitoba we leave our home
at 4:30 a.m. and arrive in Winnipeg at 9:15 a.m., where
we are picked up at the airport by the Froeses. We drive
north to Selkirk to visit Peter Slyker (he is into his 89th
year). He is still able to read and keep up with today’s
news and appreciates his mail from headquarters. After
a light lunch—which Mrs. Froese prepares and brings
along—we are ready to travel again.

Next stop is St. Pirre-Jolys to visit Mrs. Bugera. She
lives in a Seniors Complex but still looks after things
herself. She too is in her 89th year. She still can read
but sometimes her eyes give her some trouble. She is
well informed about the Church and loves her literature
from headquarters. Mrs. Bugera has the table always set
for a cup of coffee before we move on.

From here we go to Morden where we stay overnight.
After we check into the hotel (around 5:30 p.m.) and
freshen up a little, we are on our way again to pick up
Lilly Janzen and meet with the Schellenberg family for
supper. After a few hours of fellowship we get to the hotel
for a well-deserved rest. On Sabbath morning after some
reading, going over my notes, and our prayer together, we

With love, in Christ’s service,

A anold LG~
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have breakfast with the Froeses, and at 10 a.m. we leave
for Lily Janzen’s place. She is able to get the visitors room
with a kitchenette for Sabbath Services without charge.
Services start at 11 a.m. When the weather is good the
brethren from Branden come up for Sabbath services.
That brings the attendance up to 12 adults and two chil-
dren. The brethren are always happy to see us. We made
five visits into Manitoba last year. After services we have a
potluck meal, but always with one eye watching the clock
so we will not miss our flight. We still have to drive 90
minutes to the airport. So it is not only a long day for us,
it is for the Froeses too, because they still have to drive one
and a half hours till they are home.

The congregation in Saskatoon has 15 baptized
members. The attendance on the Sabbath, if weather
permits and the outlying brethren can attend, is 22.
The congregation in Regina has four baptized members
and the attendance is six. When we visit in Saskatoon
and everyone is attending, including the brethren from
Regina, we have 30 at services.

Alberta has two churches: Calgary and Edmonton.
Calgary has 28 baptized members and the average at-
tendance is 45. The Edmonton church has 39 baptized
members and Sabbath attendance is 50. Until the end
of June, Edmonton and Calgary had seven combined
services. We had to cancel three visits due to bad weath-
er. At present we are counseling one lady for baptism
and are in contact with three prospects.

I am closing on a sad note: Since Passover, 10 bap-
tized members in Alberta have left the Church. They
were influenced by dissident literature and did not
agree with some changes in Church policies. Our hope
and prayer is that in the days ahead they will realize
their mistake and repent and return to the Philadelphia
Church of God.  Gunter Schlote and Wayne Turgeon
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