
Greetings, ministers and wives,

The death of Pope John Paul ii is a major turning point in world events!

I will be giving a sermon this Sabbath at headquarters about the signifi cance of this event. We changed our 

planned edition of the June Trumpet in order to devote the issue almost entirely to this subject. We need to set the 

record straight—and we are the only ones who can do so.

Th e pope’s funeral is the biggest media event in history. Two billion people—one third of the world’s popula-

tion—are watching. Th e press has been covering the funeral incessantly. Italian tv has been planning it for fi ve 

years, with full-time staff  specifi cally dedicated to it. Th e bbc did about the same. In the U.S., even the liberals

in the media are calling the pope “holy father” and treating him like a saint. I have been shocked at how shallow 

their coverage has been.

Two hundred world leaders are attending the funeral. A royal wedding and a British election are adjusting their 

dates to fi t around the funeral and the election of the new pope. Th is is unprecedented.

Th e world has never focused on any event so completely. Th ere is no physical explanation for the frenzy we 

see over the pope’s death. Satan is stirring the world to fixate on that office as never before.

I believe this will prove to be the single greatest event to unify Protestants with the Mother 

Church.

Th e way everyone is exalting the offi  ce of the pope is paving the way for the next pope to do anything he wants. 

Mr. Armstrong made some dynamic statements that we plan to highlight in our publications. Th is world needs 

to see that God has been warning us about what is going to happen.

Th e shallow press talks about John Paul ii as if he did nothing but good. Some have praised his “antiwar” views 

and his condemnation of the two Gulf Wars. Th ey ignore the fact that the pope and Germany virtually 

CAUSED the Balkan Wars! 

He is spoken of as being a “friend of the Jews”—even though he beatifi ed Pope Pius xii (the man one Roman 

Catholic author called “Hitler’s Pope”) and knighted an ex-Nazi! 

This man looked like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon.

John Paul ii personally selected all but three of the cardinals who will elect the next pope. He was a conserva-

tive thinker who made sure that the next pope would share his views. In recent years some Vatican watchers have 

expressed fear that the next pope would shift the church even further to the right.

The world is about to see how justifiable their fears were.

History shows that it’s very dangerous when the wrong man is pope! Th e Catholic Church has been fi lled with cor-

rupt and vile popes. And we are about to meet the most corrupt and vile of them all!

We are very close to the end of this age. Th is event should stir God’s people as 

never before!

With love, in Christ’s service,
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Church Administration
the passover they shall keep it. But the man that is 

clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to 

keep the passover, even the same soul shall be 

cut off from among his people: because he brought 

not the off ering of the Lord in his appointed season, that 

man shall bear his sin” (Numbers 9:6-13).

Th e reason not to keep the Passover on the 14th of 

the fi rst month included only uncleanness or travel into 

a remote area. What does this mean for us in God’s 

Church today?

First, let’s take a look at when one is unclean.

A Law of Love
Th e book of Leviticus gives us the overview of the causes 

and purifi cation of ceremonial uncleanness. A person 

was deemed unclean under particular circumstances 

when they should quarantine themselves from the con-

gregation. Seven main categories were distinguished:

1) Loathsome diseases

(Leviticus 13; 14; 15:2-3, 13-18, 25-33; 22:4).

2) Childbirth (Leviticus 12:1-5).

3) Contact with the dead

(Leviticus 22:4, 6; Numbers 19:11-21; 31:19;

Deuteronomy 21:1-5, 22-23)

4) Contact with carcasses of animals

(Leviticus 5:2; 11:8, 22-40)

5) Persons or things ceremonially unclean

(Leviticus 5:3; 15:1-24; Numbers 19:22)

6) Warfare (Numbers 31:19-24)

7) Special laws concerning the Nazarites

(Numbers 6:1-12).

From Colossians 2:14 we know that the ceremonial 

laws were nailed to the stake, and are no longer required 

of us. Yet certain principles of love, concern for others, 

still apply.

Although the uncleanness caused by the above causes, 

is no longer an issue to consider, the principle of separa-

tion, as a token of outgoing concern for the remainder of the 

congregation, intended to prevent the spread of (possible) 

diseases among the congregation, is something God’s 

Church still adheres to (see the Ministerial Training sec-

tion for more details on the law of quarantine).

For obvious reasons, members with a communicable 

disease should not attend the Passover, but should quar-

antine themselves so that they may be well to partake of 

the second Passover, 30 days later. Also everyone who 

has been exposed to communicable diseases that carry 

a signifi cant incubation period, such as chicken pox, 

Policies and Procedures
Passover Service Length
Th e Passover service should not be longer than two 

hours maximum. Two hours is ample time to conduct 

the footwashing and cover the most necessary scrip-

tures for an inspiring Passover. Th e ministry must also 

consider that many brethren must travel several hours 

to return home after the service.

When Should One Take
the Second Passover?

God clearly commanded that all of the congregation of 

Israel should partake in the most solemn assembly of the 

year, on the fourteenth day of the fi rst month, the month 

of Abib (Exodus 12:6-7; Numbers 28:16). We under-

stand that today, this means every baptized member in 

God’s Church. God takes Passover-attendance very seri-

ously, and commanded that those for whom it was impos-

sible to attend the Passover during the fi rst month of the 

year, that they keep this ceremony on the fourteenth day 

of the second month, the month of Zif, as described in 

Numbers 9:11. Occasionally members in God’s Church 

request to take the second Passover, in lieu of attending 

on Abib 14 and we need to be sure as shepherds of the 

fl ock that they meet the tight constraints on the condi-

tions God considers valid for such postponement.

So that we all speak the same thing, it is fi tting to 

examine when someone is allowed to take the second 

Passover.

Th e Second Passover Instituted
“And there were certain men, who were defi led by the 

dead body of a man, that they could not keep the pass-

over on that day: and they came before Moses and before 

Aaron on that day: And those men said unto him, We 

are defi led by the dead body of a man: wherefore are we 

kept back, that we may not off er an off ering of the Lord 

in his appointed season among the children of Israel? 

And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear 

what the Lord will command concerning you. And the 

Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the chil-

dren of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity 

shall be unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey 

afar off , yet he shall keep the passover unto the Lord. 

Th e fourteenth day of the second month at even they 

shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs. Th ey shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor 

break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of 
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scarlet fever and the like, without ever having suff ered 

the disease themselves (and thus built up an immunity 

against it), should heed the law of quarantine and not 

attend Passover.

Travel
Numbers 9:10 also speaks of those who are “in a jour-

ney afar off .” Th e Hebrew word rachowq translated “afar 

off ” literally means abroad. Th is refers to travel into a 

foreign, gentile country were there was no opportunity 

for a Passover observance. Lacking modern means of 

transportation, these people were unable to make it 

back to Israel to attend this most solemn occasion. God 

stressed how imperative it was for every Israelite to do 

their utmost to attend Passover on the 14th  of Abib.

In today’s society, this latter condition would be rare. 

Our modern means of transportation allow most of God’s 

people to attend a place where this solemn occasion is be-

ing conducted. In rare situations, it may be permissible 

for members to keep the Passover on their own, but real-

izing the deep signifi cance of God’s command everyone 

of us should endeavor to attend if at all possible as well.

Th e Important Spiritual Signifi cance
In a co-worker letter dated April 22, 1959, Mr. Armstrong 

wrote, “Because of the very important spiritual signifi -

cance of the Passover, God has provided that those un-

able to take it on the fi rst date should take it on the sec-

ond. … To miss the Passover means missing much of the 

real signifi cance of God’s plan, and the other feast days 

would not be as meaningful as they should. If you did 

not observe the Days of Unleavened Bread after the fi rst 

Passover, then you should observe seven days of unleav-

ened bread after the second, or alternate, Passover. Th is 

shows the process of putting sin out of our lives. Th e fi rst 

and last days of this period of unleavened bread following 

the second Passover would not be Sabbaths, however.”

Cut Off 
Only under very special circumstances, beyond the indi-

vidual’s control, were Israelites permitted to take the sec-

ond Passover. Th ose who did not meet these conditions 

and yet failed to attend the Passover were to be “cut off ” 

(Numbers 9:13). For us today we know it means we’d 

have no part with Jesus Christ (John 13:8).

Every biblical reference encourages us to assemble 

on this occasion. Following the well-known passage in 

1 Corinthians 11, Paul wrote, “Wherefore my brethren, 

when ye come together to eat [the Passover], tarry one for 

another” (verse 33).

Every member of God’s Church ought to take the 

Passover—either in a congregational setting, or at home. 

For those for whom it is impossible to attend the fi rst, 

God saw fi t to have a second opportunity be presented 30 

days later. Th is however is not a loophole we should ex-

ploit to excuse ourselves from making every eff ort to at-

tend on Abib 14. Instead, let’s exhort our brethren not to 

forsake the assembling of ourselves, on the anniversary of 

the death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, especially 

not “as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

Correspondence Course Update
You will soon be receiving Lesson 4 of the Correspon-

dence Course along with Test 1 and the answer key. 

Remember that ministers do not need to take the test 

and should not submit it for grading. 

We will also be sending you an index of subjects 

covered in lessons 1 through 4 which we hope will be 

useful to you, especially as it is updated with material 

of future lessons. Eventually, after all the lessons have 

been printed, the index will be published as a literature 

item that will be made available to the ministry and 

anyone who completes the course.

Th is paragraph applies only to minister’s wives who are 

separately enrolled under their own name: You will need 

to take the test if you wish to receive your own personal 

copies of lessons 5 through 8, at the rate of one per month. 

Please wait until you receive the offi  cial test answer sheet 

to submit your answers for grading. Th is answer sheet will 

be mailed to you at the same time that you are scheduled 

to receive Lesson 4 and Test 1. Answers cannot be graded 

unless they are submitted on this offi  cial form.
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Th e death of Pope John Paul ii has everyone in Edi-

torial buzzing. What momentous times we live in! 

Our new Trumpet website is live, and it is already 

proving its worth.

Last Th ursday during our roundtable meeting, we de-

cided that our feature for this week would be an article 

our staff  wrote on the next pope, which will be printed in 

the coming Trumpet issue. Th e article began, “Between 

Parkinson’s disease, fl u, and a throat operation, Pope 

John Paul ii’s recent ill health has fueled speculation once 

again on who will be his successor.” Th e news had just 

emerged that the pope was one a feeding tube, so for the 

Web feature we included that information in the lead.

Th e next morning, the news was that the pope’s health 

was rapidly deteriorating. Mr. Gerald Flurry read the 

feature, and in a meeting he said, “We need to hit this 

just as hard as we can.” He said the pope’s death would 

be one of the major turning points in end-time world 

aff airs. We were excited that we would be able to have 

something pertinent appear on the website so quickly.

Early that afternoon, a report came in that the pope 

had died. We quickly reworked the lead in the feature yet 

again and prepared to post it, pending confi rmation of the 

news. Th e report turned out to be false, but we now had 

two stories ready to go on a moment’s notice: One where 

the pope was still clinging to life, the other where he had 

died. Either way, it didn’t change the purpose of the fea-

ture, which was to illuminate the nature of his successor.

Th en on the Sabbath, news of his death was con-

fi rmed. Th at evening we posted the feature. Th us, at 

Editorial Services
theTrumpet.com, our story with his picture next to it 

was there for all to see. Almost instantly we were re-

ceiving e-mails of excitement for having provided “up to 

the minute” news and analysis on our website.

Never before have we enjoyed the ability to get God’s 

message out in such a timely way. No doubt God has 

given us this powerful tool at just the right time, with 

the tempo of world events increasing rapidly! If this 

week’s events were any indication, God is going to keep 

us on our toes more than ever as we labor to give the 

world “tomorrow’s news today” in support of God’s 

end-time prophet.

Monday morning Mr. Flurry approved the idea of 

radically switching gears on our planned June Trum-

pet and dedicating a good part of the issue to this “ma-

jor turning point” in end-time aff airs! Mr. Flurry and 

Mr. Fraser had both already begun working on articles 

revolving around the pope’s death. We met with Mr. 

Flurry and assigned a handful of our other writers to 

cover related material. Articles were actually due that 

day (Monday), but because with the May Trumpet we 

moved one month ahead of schedule (skipping our usu-

al break during the bimonthly March-April issue), we 

can now delay the schedule a week or so without major 

repercussions—people will still receive the June issue 

in time. Th us, we will be able to wait to send the issue 

until we know who the new pope will be—even put-

ting his picture on our June cover and perhaps writing 

a feature about him.

What momentous times we live in! Joel Hilliker

Business Office 
pgr Encryption Information

Because many of the ministers have not sent in a public 

key yet, pgr encryption has been delayed one week. 

If you have not yet sent your public key in, please do 

so as soon as possible. If your public key does not ar-

rive before the next pgr, you will not be able to view it. 

Headquarters must have your key before the pgr is sent 

next week. Th ank you for your cooperation in this.

Also, as a reminder, the key you send to headquarters 

should be your public key only. It should not include 

your private key. Finally, please make sure you send 

your public key fi le, not the actual password you typed 

in when creating your public key. Th e fi le should be 
named “[yourname].asc.”

If you have any questions or problems, please contact 

Tony Peters at tony@pcog.org.
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       Regional Reports

Eastern Canada Maritimes
Th ere are four provinces that make up the maritime 

provinces: Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-

wick and Prince Edward Island. Th e fi rst three where 

we have members had been without a minister on a 

regular basis for over two years!

So you can only imagine how excited the brethren 

were to hear that they would fi nally have a minister on a 

regular basis when the decision was made by Mr. Flurry 

over a year and a half ago to relocate Mr. Ron Hanson 

and his wife Sherri, originally from Canada herself, to 

Nova Scotia. Th ere are two congregations in Nova Sco-

tia; one up in Cape Breton, having now only fi ve mem-

bers and the other congregation is in Pictou, having 11 

members. Th ere is one congregation in Newfoundland 

having now 14 members (two just recently died). Th en 

in New Brunswick, we meet in two diff erent areas, 

in Miramichi and in Bathurst. We have a total of 22 

brethren in New Brunswick.

Mr. Hanson travels every Sabbath to a diff erent con-

gregation which is not atypical for many of God’s fi eld 

ministry. Th e closest congregation to them is one hour 

away, Pictou. Cape Breton and Bathurst both are around 

three and one half hours travel one-way. He attempts to 

travel to Newfoundland roughly once every six weeks. 

In the winter, travel to any location can be iff y.

Mr. Armstrong really understood the importance 

of having a minister attending the congregations on a 

regular basis. Since the Hansons have been in the mari-

times, just since summer of last year, 12 members have 

left God’s Church. It is quite an adjustment from doing 

your own thing all the time to now having a minister 

of God to give account to. Despite this recent fall out 

(and maybe because of it) all of the congregations are 

really becoming more like family. It is really exciting, 

when you can see God’s people grab hold of that vision 

and get excited. 

Since establishing watching the Key of David pro-

gram before services every Sabbath in each of the con-

gregations, it has made a big diff erence in the conversa-

tion and the excitement of being a part of this great 

Work of God! 

Th e brethren get really inspired when they can see 

and hear God’s end-time prophet speaking to the world, 

about what is coming! Th is really generates a charge in 

the air for God’s people and it helps them see what they 

are a part of! We do pray for great results from the Key 

of David program.

Th e Hansons have just returned from the Milton, 

Ont., regional offi  ce where they were able to partake of 

that congregation’s annual spring social plus take over 

the reins of Ottawa, Ont., and Montreal, Que., thus 

freeing up the David Fraser family to better care for the 

other four Ontario congregations plus the needs of the 

regional offi  ce. Mr. Hanson will also continue to answer 

much of the personal correspondence plus deal with 

many of the prospective members in eastern Canada in 

Mr. Fraser’s area until they are ready to be invited to 

services.

Th ough the majority of new visit requests in Canada 

are from the province of Ontario, we do have some po-

tential growth in the less populated and economically 

depressed Maritimes. We’re just waiting for a couple 

prospective members to fi nish reading the required lit-

erature before counseling with them. We also have an 

ex-member in the process of reading the required litera-

ture and then Mr. Hanson will counsel with her.

Th ings do look very promising up here for potential 

growth in the future. May God bless you with the best 

spring holy days ever! Wayne Turgeon and Ron Hanson
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      Ministerial Training Series

The Law of Quarantine
By Ron Fraser

As headquarters and the Edmond congregation 

seemed particularly susceptible to repetitious viruses 

and associated bugs this winter, the legitimacy of an 

ancient law of health was brought to the fore.

Th ere has, historically, been a vast diff erence between 

the level of physical health within the Israelitish peoples 

compared to the Gentile peoples. Th ere is a very simple 

and profound reason for this. God gave to Israel His 

laws of health. We fi nd these laws especially delineated 

in Deuteronomy 11-15, 22. Th ey have to do with diet 

and habits of conduct. Having traveled to numerous 

Gentile countries and observed the habits, the general 

appearance, environment and diet of the general popu-

lace in these countries, particularly in Africa and Latin 

America, the diff erence between them and the Israelit-

ish peoples in the level of general physical health of the 

people conditional upon their degree of basic hygiene 

and cleanliness is most apparent.

To be sure, God gave the most pleasant places on 

earth to the Israelites. Th eir countries abound in natu-

ral resources, equable climate, fertile soils and general 

economic wealth, compared to the gentile masses. Th is 

is the way God willed it to be for the progeny of the 

one man on Earth, the patriarch Abraham, whom He 

found willing, like He Himself, to give up His own son 

for the purpose of the Most High God to prevail.

Study the history of Israel from the time of the exo-

dus out of Egypt when the knowledge of the law, in-

cluding the physical ordinances, was given to Israel, and 

you will see how, right down to our time, the thread 

of knowledge of that law, the statutes, judgments and 

physical ordinances have permeated Israelitish society 

ever since. Follow their tracks through Assyrian cap-

tivity, exodus from Palestine to the areas of the Black 

and Caspian Sea across Europe, through Spain, France, 

the Nordic countries to Britain, her old dominions and 

North America. Wherever Israel’s progeny reside, you 

will fi nd a general respect for and understanding of 

God’s laws of health.

Hygiene and quarantine have generally been the 

great preventatives and controllers of epidemics within 

the nations of Israel. Of course, as the medical, phar-

maceutical and hospital industries burgeoned into big 

business in the latter half of the 20th century, and as 

the U.S. and other English-speaking countries opened 

their doors to masses of Gentile immigrants, this un-

derstanding of God’s ancient health laws has tended to 

break down. Work methods and practices developed 

since the Industrial Revolution have also powerfully 

impacted one law in particular—the law of quarantine.

Before the Industrial Revolution, productive work in 

Britain was carried out largely in the home or in work-

shops attached to the home (such as the village smithy) 

or on the farm. Hours of work were naturally, rather 

than arbitrarily, dictated by sunrise, sunset, season and 

weather. Th ere was a more natural time and motion to 

life, in tune more with God’s created earthly environ-

ment, than with the artifi cial environment of shop, of-

fi ce and factory. People sold their wares in open markets 

on a given day of the week, a practice still extant in 

village England.

But, came the great Industrial Revolution of the 19th 

century and greed for profi ts concentrated workers as 

factory fodder in the most unhealthy of environments, 

working to hours set arbitrarily by the overseers who 

calculated human labor as just one more raw material 

cost, from which maximum yield should be extracted 

at minimum cost to profi t. In such a situation, hygiene 

and diet broke down, resistance to sickness diminished 

in the stale air of the sunless, fetid factory, workshop or 

offi  ce. Quarantine (which meant absence from the work 

place) except in cases of severe disease (such as cholera, 

plague etc.) became unfashionable.

Enter the 20th century. Labor movements lobbied 

for improved worker conditions. Th ese are legislated. 

Post World War ii economies boom. Air conditioning 

is invented, allowing large work spaces to be more ef-

fectively ventilated and permitting temperature control. 

Th e worker habits of offi  ce, shop, factory are based still 

on Frederick Tailor’s old artifi cial theory of the special-

ization of labor, tuned in to control of time and motion, 

and become even more tuned out from the natural sea-

sonal cycles. In summer we now bounce from air-con-

ditioned house to air-conditioned car to air-conditioned 

offi  ce, shop and factory. In winter we crank up the heat 

on the reverse cycle air conditioner and trip from the dry 
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air of artifi cially heated home to heated car to centrally 

heated offi  ce, shop or factory. Profi ts drive the business. 

Th e business sets the hours and conditions of work. Th e 

worker adapts. Th us we have the classic city worker, cut 

off  from farm, orchard, vineyard and stream, fed by the 

processed wonders of the supermarket, entertained by 

the artifi cial intelligence of tv and computer in leisure 

hours. Th e couch potato is born. Overweight, under-

nourished, human bodies permeated by the stale cir-

culating air fl owing through the air-conditioned ducts 

of home, workplace, transit systems and entertainment 

centers.

Such a system is ripe for exploitation by the mod-

ern bug. Th ere are close to 300 infl uenza bugs currently 

identifi ed by medical science. Each season sees new 

bugs mutating from the old. Th ey fl ood the air in our 

concentrated, urbanized cities; we breathe them in, we 

breathe them out. Off  they fl oat to traverse through, 

nest in, and pounce from, untold millions of air con-

ditioning ducts in our artifi cially created environment. 

Down we drop like fl ies.

What can we do to limit the bug-attack on ourselves, 

our family members, members of our social groups, our 

co-workers and congregations? Recapture and obey 

the law of quarantine!

As soon as you feel the bug bite—get out! Isolate 

yourself, right out of those environments where you will 

do most damage by spreading that sickness to others. 

Th at is an act of love! An act of outgoing, loving concern 

for others! To stay on and work in close communication 

with fellow workers can often refl ect a vanity problem. 

Oh! Look at me—I’m so sick but I’m soldiering on, 

right here at my desk, my workbench, my spot on the 

factory line, just to prove what a valuable, loyal, dedi-

cated worker I am.

Meanwhile, within a week, half the staff  go down 

with the same bug. Wives, husbands, children contract 

it and we have yet another infl uenza epidemic on our 

hands! Profi ts of the business you work at are temporar-

ily squeezed as productivity drops off . All this will just 

place a heavier load on the whole workforce, when all 

are fi t and well again, to close the gap of loss of produc-

tivity which resulted from your selfi sh act of refusing to 

obey the law of quarantine!

To keep the camp clean when the Israelites wandered 

for 40 years in the wilderness, God clearly indicated 

that the sick should reside outside the camp perimeter 

(Leviticus 13:46)—away from contact with the general 

populace. Th at law, the law of quarantine, is still in ac-

tion today! It was not done away at Christ’s sacrifi ce. 

Obey it, teach it and become a blessing to yourself, your 

family and workmates instead of a curse!


